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ADMIRAL SAMPSON, for reasons he deemed sufficient, decided
to sink the Merrimac in the mouth of the harbor and forthwith
directed her to be prepared for this purpose. Assistant Naval
Constructor R. P. Hobson was chosen for her commander,, and a
call for volunteers to man her was made. It is to the honor
of the men of the navy that every one in the squadron was ready
to embark on this service. There was no trouble in getting vol-
unteers; the chief difficulty was to select from the great num-
ber the few needed to man the collier. Those finally chosen to
represent the navy were as follows:

Naval Constructor H. P. Hobson, in charge.

Chief Master-at-Arms D. Montague, from the New York.

Gunner's Mate Geo. Charette, from the New York.

Coxswain B. Clausen, from the New York.

First Class Machinist G. F. Philips, from the Merrimac.

Water Tender F. Kelley, from the Merrimac.

Coxswain 0. Deignan, from the Merrimac.

Coxswain J. E. Murphy, from the Iowa.

During the midnight watch (12 to 4 A. M.), June 3d, the
commander of the Flying Squadron was awakened from sleep
by his orderly, who had been directed by the officer of the deck
to report that the Merrimac was lying near by and had requested
to be informed what the exact bearing of the mouth of the har-
bor was. The commander of the Flying Squadron went on
deck at once and gave the course in as N. E. by N. The night
being very dark, the opening into the harbor had faded into the
background of hills, giving the coast the appearance of a con-
tinuous unbroken line. With the direction given, Hobson
started ahead, and it was not long afterwards when the artillery
fire from the hills and the rattle of musketry on both sides of
286 the enemy as well as to hold the two squad-
